Soybean Rust Response Workshop

May 11-12, 2004

Raleigh, NC

The Southern Plant Diagnostic Network (SPDN) and the Southern Region Center for IPM (SRIPMC) co-hosted a soybean rust response and preparedness workshop in Raleigh, North Carolina May 11-12, 2004.  The meeting took place on the NCSU campus, as arranged by the Department of Plant Pathology and the co-hosting organizations.

The workshop was conducted to develop draft plans for preparedness for each of the states in the southern region.  The Southern states, expecially those along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, can be considered sentinel states – the states where soybean rust might first be seen, should it enter the US.  Although not all of the states in the southern region produce hundreds of thousands of acres of soybeans, all states in the region produce some soybeans, and many states also are home to many of the other hosts of the soybean rust pathogen.  Enabling the southern states to create plans and protocols for response to soybean rust is one way to ensure the safety of this important food crop.
Participants were supplied with a draft soybean rust response plan from Iowa, as well as documents pertaining to acreage and value of soybean crops in each state, a list of participants and their affiliations, a list of other possible hosts for the rust pathogen, Phakopsora pachyrhizi, and a CD-ROM of the speakers’ presentations.  Most of the presentations were recorded by video, as well.  The materials from the workshop will be posted on the SPDN website at http://spdn.ifas.ufl.edu.  Representation included State Departments of Agriculture, IPM coordinators, Extension, Departments of Plant Pathology, SPDN members, growers, APHIS, American Soybean Association, United Soybean Board, and other experts.  This broad spectrum of agencies provided input from many areas of expertise, contributing to a well-rounded discussion.
The workshop activities were divided over two days:  Day 1 was reserved for presentations covering history and impact of soybean rust, biology and diagnostics of the pathogen, epidemiology, grower concerns, rule-based notification systems, management options, experiences with applied management strategies and SPDN soybean rust exercises, general overviews of federal and state response, and Iowa’s draft plan for response.  (see attached Program for more information)  Day 1 ended at a reception hosted by the SRIPMC at their headquarters on the Centennial Campus.  The relaxed atmosphere encouraged networking and discussion of the day’s presentations.

Day 2 of the workshop consisted of discussion sessions guided by Iowa’s draft plan and facilitated by Gail Wisler and Kitty Cardwell.  Judging by the discussions and the responses on the exit survey, most of the participants felt that the Iowa draft plan could serve as the foundation of their own states’ plans, with some specific additions pertaining to training and education and identification of First Detectors.  One goal of the workshop was for each state’s representatives to leave with a draft of their state’s plan in hand, which was partially fulfilled by their notes on the Iowa draft plan.  However, participants concluded that they could not make any final decisions without more input from experts in their home states and neighboring states.
The participants’ next step is to call meetings in their states, with representation from the state Departments of Agriculture, IPM coordinators, Extension, Departments of Plant Pathology, SPDN members, growers, and other experts.  The participants agreed to call these meetings by the end of June to begin work on their own draft soybean rust response plans.  These documents will be finalized with input from neighboring states, as applicable, and forwarded to Gail Wisler, Carrie Harmon, and Ron Stinner.

Feedback from the workshop can be found attached, in the form of the comments from the exit surveys.  Analysis of the workshop can also be found attached, following the participants’ comments.
A final comment on the workshop must include my appreciation to the speakers for their time and for sharing their expertise, to the participants for their time and input, to the SPDN for support in coordination of the workshop, to the Department of Plant Pathology at NCSU for coordinating facilities and electronics, and to the SRIPMC for providing support and coordination of meals, transportation, lodging, and a thousand other details, and for providing the funding for this regional endeavor.

